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unless they were supported by the two predominant
powers in the Confederation, Austria and Prussia,
There was no capital as in France. There were no great
cities like Paris or Lyons, teeming with an intelligent
and independent artisan population. Such as they
were, the German towns were for the most part in-
habited by small shopkeepers and unorganized
craftsmen; and a labouring population in any sense
independent of the custom of prince, lord, or burgess
had as yet no existence. The tillers of the soil still
lived under the shadow of the castle, and, save in
those parts of Germany which had come under the
direct influence of the French, wereA either feudal
tenants of the medieval type or leaseholders. There
was a great deal of quiet happiness in the life of those
times ; but there was a feeling abroad that other
countries were becoming great and rich, while Germany
remained weak and poor. German emigrants from
America would write home of the free community
beyond the seas where life was easy and wages high ;
and many a society was founded in the United States
for the purpose of spreading revolutionary principles
through the Fatherland. Tracts advocating the
expulsion of kings, princes, and dukes, the abolition
of the nobility, the banishment of the Jews, the
assassination of government officials, were carried
over the Atlantic Ocean and found readers in the
poor quarters of the larger towns.

But this influence from America was only one among
many elements in the revolutionary education of the
German proletariate. The annihilation of the Polish
nationality has probably done more to endanger the
monarchies of Europe than any one political act
accomplished since the monarchies of Europe were